Students' Letters to their Non-Chinese Sponsors-2005 

                                                        (Translation)

      

   Here are translations of some letters the needy students wrote to their non-Chinese sponsors as well as their teachers' comments on their study.

We try our best to be true to their meaning and their language. Please bear in mind though we are not professional translators. For Chinese letters, please check September 04, and Jan.05
 

Yue-Feng  Liu to Mr and Mrs. Adem:   June 9, 2005

  Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adem, 

      This is Yue-Feng Liu. I live in Ningguo, Anhui, China. I study in Shi Yan Primary School and is in 2nd grade.  First, thank you ver much for your help. My fmily is very poor. Thanks to your help, I have a chance to go to school. With your help and encouragement, I do well in many subjects in class. I help others when I can. At home I help my mother. In the past year, I have worked on many kinds of subjects. You give me so much help. But I can not do anything for you. I must work hard. <

       My best wishes to you. I hope you will be healthy and happy forever.  

Yours,

Yue-Feng Liu. 

Teacher’s Comment:
   ``Genius comes from hardworking, and success comes from working hard’’. You are smart, lovely and quick. Faced with a hard question I raised in class, you always  think calmly, then raise your small hand, and wait for me to call you to answer the question. I am so proud of you at such a moment, and your classmates are envious of you. Due ot your hard work, you’re always at the top this semester, that is very good. I hope that you will continue to work hard toward your new goals. 

Mother’s Comment on Summer Period. 

     Yue Feng finished his homework everyday in time (there are lots of summer homework during the summer vacation, which need to turn to the new teacher at the beginning of the Fall semester). Sometimes he helped me do house chores including cleaning floor and washing dishes (by hand). After finishing his homework, he often went to the `Education Bookstore’ to read for a couple of hours ( there is no public library in Ningguo or more countryside/small cities in China).  

     In a student’s eye, teacher’s words are `orders’ (or bible). He always finishes teachers’ homework timely and carefully. But it is a different story if I give him homework to do. In the new semester, I hope that Yue Feng will grow up a little and understand me better and work harder.
Yang-Ming Hu to Mr. and Mrs. Adem:   June 27, 2005

  Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adem,  

       How are you? How are your health and your work?  

     Do you still remember me? I am Yang-Ming Hu, one of your sponsored students. I am 12 year old and is in 5th  grade. The money you gave me was really like to give us heat in a snowy day. I promise that I will not disappoint your help and care, I will work hard and be a top student both in study and behavior.

     My family has always been depending on my aging grandpa (84 this year). During the weekends, I help my grandpa as well as review my study. I am very glad to let you know that I am pretty good during the mid term exam (he got straight A for the semester). I know that without you generous help, I don’t have today and might have to drop out of school.

    This year, I am the president of the class, and am also leader for the safety patrol (he was awarded as outstanding class leader). All these are due to your generous support. You are my family’s savor. We feel your help and care as high as the sky and as deep as the sea.       Your support helps my family get out of the difficult, and gives me new hope on my life.  

       I wish you a happy and healthy life!  

 Your Sponsored Student:

Yang-Ming Hu 

   Teacher’s Comment:
        Yang-Ming has a good moral value, respects teachers and elders. He get along well with classmates, and is polite and follows the school rules well. He listens carefully in class, and finishes all his homework independently, and gets straight A’s in his study. As a class president, he actively participate in all kinds of school and class activities. I hope that he continues to work hard and  make progress in every aspect.
Yu-Ting Yang to Mr. and Mrs. Adem:   September 1, 2005

  Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adem,  

     How are you? First I hope you are healthy and work satisfyingly.  

     I am one of your sponsored students. My name is Yu-Ting Yang and is 13 year old. I live in Ying Shan Village in Ningguo County, and is now in 6th grade in Si Cao Central Elementary School.

    There are only my mother and I in my family. We have a pig a year which sells for about 700 yuans, which is our only monetary income (her mother grows their own rice and vegetables for food). Now with your generous support, I can study in school in peace without worrying about school fees. I work hard on my school work, not to disappoint your support and care. Although I did pretty good in every subject last semester (all A’s or A+s), I will continue to work hard and hope to make bigger progress. I am now a class leader for study (a Chinese thing, a student is chosen to help the teachers run some chores related to study, and sometimes help other students). I get along with teachers and my classmates very well.  

    My respected uncle and untie, you let me feel care and love. You let know that although I lost my father I can still go to school like other kids. You gave me a new start, and inspired  me to have a goal. I appreciate this very valuable opportunity very much. I thank you very much from my heart.  

    Finally, I wish  that you and your family and very happy with a lot of laughs.  

A Chinese girl

Yu-Ting Yang  

Teacher’s Comment: You are smart, beautiful, and calm. You are outstanding in all aspects, and are well liked by teachers as well as classmates. Your careful and correct study attitude is very impressive to me. You respect teachers and get along well with your classmates. You are very responsive to your work and are at the top in your study. I hope that you will continue to work hard next semester and make even more progress.
Kai-Qian Pan to Mr. and Mrs. Adem:   June 28, 2005

  Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adem,  

          How are you?  

        Although we have never seen each other, I have been receiving your financial support. I am very grateful of your support from my heart. I am now 11 and is in 4th grade in countryside elementary school My teachers care for me, and my classmates help me.  My grades are pretty good  (mostly A’s with B’s in English and Music). Because my father died early of disease and my grandpa is old, the family burden is mainly on my mother, who does not have regular income. We are depending on our small farm.  Without your generous support, I really don’t know when I have to drop out of school because of my family’s financial difficulty. I promise to work hard and get top grades to return your help and care.  

       I wish you and your family healthy and satisfying life!!!  

Best wishes,

 Kai-Qian Pan  

Teacher’s Comment: Honest, Calm, and without much talking, that is you, Kai-Qian. If your classmates are all like you, all will get along really well. Maybe because of your family hardship, you became a little bit too quiet. You should know that your teachers and classmates all care about you, and a really nice family is helping you. I hope that you will be more enthusiastic  in your study, in your life, and in all kinds of class activities. Let those who care about you and help you not only see your top grades but also hear your laughs and your joys.

Remark: Yu-Ting is awarded as an `Outstanding Student overall’ in her district (one structure lower than county) and is a member of school drum team and a member of school singing group. She is very good at drawing.

 Jie Ren to Mr. and Mrs. Adem:   July 2, 2005.

  Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adem,

       How are you?

      Time flies, one semester has already gone by. I got my report card today. Looking at my report, I immediately thought of you. It is your generous and unselfish support that helped me overcome a lot of difficulties and enabled me to continue to go to school. I always keep your help in mind. Now let me report to you what I did this semester.

     At home, I live with my grandma. I always try to do house chores what I can, including cooking, washing clothes, collecting teas (in farm), and clean rooms. I can do all these chores.

     At school, I am always ready to help whenever someone needs help. I want to let `66 chain of  love’ (a name for some help hands-by-hands activities) continue at my hands. I worked hard in my study and take my study very seriously. Unfortunately, I made careless mistakes sometimes.

     I know what I did was not perfect. But I will continue to work hard. 

     I wish you are healthy and work satisfyingly!  

 Yours,

  Jie Ren  

Teacher’s Comment: You are very kind and always ready to help when others have problems. You work hard and have done the best in class activities. You like to study and feel sorry for mistakes you made in study, and try hard to correct mistakes. I hope you will try to improve your studying method and make bigger progress.  

Remark: Jie Ren was awarded as  `Student of Best Citizenship’ by her school last semester.

 Qing Cheng to Mr. and Mrs. Adem:   June 25, 2005

 Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adem,

     My name is Qing Cheng. I am  11 year old and is in 4th grade. Thank you very much for your generous support.

      I had a happy family before.  But my mother died last year (of kidney failure). I become lonely and often think of my mother. My father spent over 70,000 yuans trying to save my mother. Even the money for my school fee was  taken to help cure my mother without success. Your generous support helped me overcame the problem and enabled me to stay in school.

    As times goes by, the final exam is coming soon. To get a good grade, I have to work hard and review all subjects everyday and do some extra exercises.

    I get along with my classmates well, and my study is pretty good. This year, I was chosen as one of the best students. In  the school’s sport contests, I got number one in short distance running (50 m or 100 m).

     I also encountered some difficulties during the semester. In such an occasion,  I always thought of you and your generous help from a far away land. That gave me motivation to overcome the difficulties in my study and life, and gave me courage to keep working hard and moving forward.

    I feel deeply of your help and your care. I thank you very much. Your help and care also makes me understand how I’ll give back to the society when I grow up.    Finally, I wish you a healthy and successful life.  

 Best regards,

Qing Cheng  

Teacher’s Comment:  

   You are active and lovely kid. Although you have a lot of family difficulties, you can bravely face it and overcome it. You worked very hard and made satisfying progress in your study and sports. The road to the future is long. I hope you will keep going , be strong, and move forward.

Hao Liu to Vicky  Angenent (a six year old girl): June 28, 2005
  Dear  Vicky,     How are you?      This is Hao Liu. Thank you very much for your generous help. During the difficult and helpless time, it is your help to enable me to come back to the beautiful school to study and to be with my teachers and my classmates. I will work hard and will not disappoint you.      I am now in second grade. In the final exam, I got A’s both in my Mathematics and Chinese. My teacher is very proud of my grades. I will continue to work hard. I am  very grateful for the opportunity you give me to study in school.       Happy Every Day!  Best wishes

Hao Liu  

Teacher’s comment:     

  You are active and lovely. You have a very kind heart and often help your classmates. You are a top student.

  I hope that you continue to work hard and keep making progress. Please remember  

           Being modest makes you improve,

          Being self-important makes you going backward!

            (a Chinese saying)

 Lin Lin to Madeline and Rebecca  Walker (two young sisters, their mother sponsored Lin Lin on their behalf): July 11, 2005
Dear  Madeline and Rebecca,      How are you?      This is Lin Lin. I am 10 year old  and is in 3rd grade  in West Jin Elementary School, Ningguo City, Anhui, China. I work hard and is pretty good in my study.         My family consists only of my mother, my grandpa, and myself. My father died early, and my mother is handicapped and has some chronicle disease. Sometimes she can not work on odd jobs because of the disease. My grandpa is over 80.       Thank you very much for your help. When I grow up, I will also do my best to help other people. Although you are far away in America, I hope to become good friend with you. Is that ok with you?

Best wishes,  

  Lin Lin 

Teacher’s comment: 

    Lin Lin: You are a very mature girl. Since your father died, you understood the hardship of your mother trying to support you.  You never ask for new clothes to wear or for  fancy food or desert to eat. You help your moth as much as you can. You work hard at school and is very independent, which sets a very good example for your classmates. You enjoy piano, drawing, and writing. If you like your classmates as you love your mother, and help your classmates as you help your mother, you will be the most popular student in your class.  

The following is Spring 2005 letters
  January 27, 2005

 Dear Melania and Alejandro,

    How are you doing recently? This is the first time I wrote to a foreigner, so I am a little nervous.

  Since I lost my mother (her mother died last July of kidney failure), every time I saw other kids happily  holding their mother, hearing their happy laughter, I wanted to cry loudly `I want mother, where are you?  I really really miss you and want to see you!". But I knew it did not help so I ran into my room, lied in the bed,  cried silently. I didn't want my father to know, because he would be very sad with me too.

   Because of the loss of my mother, my study went down quickly, and my father, grandma, teachers, and my classmates are worried about me. But I could not control myself, and I thought of my mother everyday.

  Then one day, I began to felt care of others. I was sick at home, and my father went to work. Only my grandma  was at home. She was busy here and there and tried to help. However, I got sicker day after day. My teachers and  classmates found out about it and came to see me and brought me treats and their pocket money. I was so moved that I began to cry. With their help, I recovered gradually. Once I got back to school, my classmates all came to greet me,  making my cry again for their pure friendship.  From then on, I asked for help when I got stuck in study, played with my classmates. I concentrated in class and  worked up again. I finally did very well again in school, my father, grandma, and my teachers and classmates are all happy about me.

  I was so happy and excited to hear that you, a couple from far away whom I have never met or heard, will help me  out financially during my study.Your generous support not only make me go to school without worrying about fees but also gives me a spiritual lift. It makes me more confident to overcome difficulties. I promise you that I will work very hard and do really well to thank you for your generous support.

  I wish you the best!!!

Best regards,  Qing Cheng

     

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adem,          Happy Chinese new year to you and your family.          My name is Yuting Yang. I am 12 years old. I live in Village Yinshan,  Town Zhongxi, the city of Ningguo. I am now a student of Grade 5 in Shiqiao  Primary school.          My father passed away last year. Now I live with my mother, struggling  in poverty. In order to support my tuition, my mother resorted to all friends  and relatives. Thanks so much to you. Now I am able to study without any  worries. My grades are also better and better.  At the same time, I am  getting  along well with classmates and teachers.          Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adem, your helps bring me hopes and give me a new  life. Please allow me to send my great appreciation to you.   

Sincerely,  Yuting

 The teacher's comments
 Yuting is smart, beautiful and gentle. She is excellent in every aspects and appreciated by all the teachers and students. She has done a good job for assisting the teacher. She gets along well with her classmates. She has exhibited gifts in painting. She is a good example of her classmates.  I hope she can work harder and improve herself even more in the following year.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Adem,       Happy Chinese new year to you and your family!       My name is Kaiqiao Pan. I am a student of Grade 4 of Zhuangchun Central primary school,  Town Jialu, City of Ningguo.       My life is full of troubles. My dad is insane because of some disasters. He is unable  to keep care of himself. While his illness, he always abused my mom. She eventually left us  because she can no longer bear my father.       During these time, I lived with my grandpa, who is over 70 years old and has different  kinds of diseases. And the living condition is worse and worse. My education fee became a  big burden of my family. I can hardly concentrate on study for all these reasons.       However, at my hardest time you help me, giving me a chance to go back to school. What  you do for me give me a new life.       Together with this letter I have mailed my transcript of final exam. My grade is not  excellent. But I will cherish the opportunity to study, which is very valuable for me. I will  work harder. I have a dream that one day I will be somebody, doing something for my country  and my hometown. I believe this dream will realize.

Best wishes!  Sincerely,  Kaiqiao

His homeroom teacher's comment on his study

People should be honest and careful. Kaiqiao is such a person. If everyone in the world is  like him we will have a peaceful life. He is active in sports and laboring. I hope  he can also be active in study. He will succeed as long as he works hard.

Jan. 20, 2005  Dear Mrs. Melania Adem and Mr. Alejandro Adem,

   My name is Yuefeng Liu. I'm ten years old. I'm a second year student at NinGuo Experimental elementary school. My father has been disabled in bed for three years. My mother earns very little by washing clothes. My family can hardly afford my education. However, because of your generous help and support, I am able to continue my education. I'd like to thank you, Mrs. Melania Adem and Mr. Alejandro Adem. I am thankful for your help to me as well as to others like me. I will remember your kindness in heart and seize the chance provided by you. Your kindness without nationality is especially one of many things that I'll learn for ever.

I wish the best for your family, a wonderful new year and everything the best.

 Yuefeng Liu

Comment from his homeroom teacher: You are smart and lovely. You are versatile. You read very well and sing beautifully. We are very proud of you when you earned excellence prize at school wise Karate competition. You study hard. You have helped many classmates learning difficult materials. You placed very top at a number of exams. Teachers have praised you many times. I hope you'll continue making big progress in the coming semester.

 Jan, 27, 05

Dear Professor Alex Adem, Doctor Melania, Alvarez-Adem:
Hello! I'm Jia, Ren. I am 10 years old. I'm in an elementary school in  Anhui province, China. There are four people in my family: me, my father,  my grandpa and grandma in my father's side. My grandpa is 64 years old  and my grandma is 55 years old. My grandpa can't do any job and my grandma  sell some vegetables to support my family. My father is working away from  home and he rarely comes home. My mother left us because of the poverty  when I was very young.

I'm a playful girl in school. My teacher said that every kid wants to play  but I should learn how to discover new things and think when I am playing.  I can learn a lot if I do that. I learn my teacher's word very well:  study hard and play well. So I get good improvement in my study.

I deeply appreciate your help when I receive the donation. Although my  mother left me , I don't feel sad because you warm my heart.

In the future, I will try to get better score and become a person who is  willing to help other people.

The Chinese New Year is coming, I wishes you a happy new year!

Best Wishes!

Jia Ren

Comments from the Homeroom Teacher:

I talked to her several times and I discovered that she is a smart,  diligent boy. She is willing to be a excellent student and improves her  writing greatly.   

 Jan,23 2005

Dear Vicky:
I'm a girl  from Anhui province, China. I live in the mountains. There  is no car, no road. There are 4 people in my family: me, my father, my  mother, my grandmother on my father's side.

My grandmother has bad vision and my father has heart disease which means  he can't work at all. So my mother is the only person who can work to  support my family.

Because of your help, I can go to school like other children. I, my  father, my mother, my grandmother deeply appreciate your help. I did well  in my study but I will continue to work hard.

My hometown is a beautiful place, you are welcome to visit us when you  get the opportunity!

Best Wishes!

Liu, Hao   

 01/29/2005

Dear Professor Joel Robbin,
This is from Yuxuan Zhou, a girl you supported of age 17 from Ningguo of Anhui Province in China. And now it is the Chinese new year of  “rooster”. You know what? In Chinese, “rooster” and “fortune” have the same pronunciation. So I wish Chinese “rooster” year will bring you and your family big “fortune”. And thank you very much for supporting me.

Professor Robbin, let me tell you a little more about my family and I. I used to have a happy family. However 5 years ago, liver cancer deprived my father from us unfortunately. As you know, in China there is no health insurance like that in US, and people usually pay all the medical expense themselves. So the cancer robbed us all our fortune as well and, even more, we owed big debts. At that time we lost the only income from my father of the family and my mother had hardly any income from farming. So she went to find jobs for supporting us. She did very hard working, but her salary was only $40.00 a month in US dollars, which was too low to support me and my younger brother, who is also in same high school. What is more, she got high blood pressure from hard working. Considering the poor family I just wanted to run away from school and went to look for a job to help my mom and my family.

At the hardest time it was you, my respected Professor Joel Robbin, who saved us. Your generous support helped me stay in school. I felt so lucky to be able to stay in school. I feel strong now because I have your generous help from the other side of the earth and the Pacific Ocean. And I have the best mom in the world, who loves us and works for us.

Professor Robbin, you made me believe “love” has no boundary in the world. Thank you so much! And I will study hard and try my best on the coming Chinese College Entrance Examination, which will decide us which college, university or none at all to go. I believe knowledge will change my life. So I will study hard for my future. I will remember your support forever , and I will help other people in need as much as I can.

Professor Robbin, China is my beautiful country and my hometown, Ningguo, is also a very beautiful place. I hope you and your family will come to China someday, come to Ningguo to see my pretty hometown. I will be very happy to be your host. And meanwhile I hope I could go to the United States of America to study some time in the future. At that time I will visit you and thank you in person.

Please give my regards to your family.

I hope everything goes well to you!

Best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Yuxuan Zhou

Han. 29, 2005  Dear Professor Joel Robbin,

This is from Jing Xie, a Chinese girl of age 17 from Ningguo of Anhui Province in China.

There is a Chinese song,

White cloud dedicates to the blue sky,  Rain dedicates to the mother earth,  What do I dedicate to you, my loved?

Professor Robbin, you gave me support and care. I could only dedicate to you my hard working and future achievements.

In 2003 I came to my dreamed school, Ningguo High School. My teachers and friends here gave me lots of help and support. I should study hard and dedicate my achievement to them also.

I will try my best when I take the Chinese College Entrance Examination the next year in 2006. I hope to go to a good university, and become a person useful to the society, and help others in need of help. In school I will do my best all around to be a good student.

In my whole life, I will learn from you to care and love other people. I really appreciate your help very much.

Thank you so much. And please show my regards to your family.

Best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Jing Xie

 Jan. 31, 2005

Dear Mr. And Mrs.   Adem,

I am a first year high school student at NingGuo high school in NingGuo City, Anhui Province. I am a girl and born on Jan 14th 1990. I live at ZhuLin Group at JinBei County, NinGuo City.

My father was a retired teacher. He died on June 4th 2003 due to serious lung illness. Now I live with mother. My mother is also week and sick often. She has no job. Our only income is from the government, which is 180 yuan every month ($23). We are very fortunate to have generous support from you. Because of your support, I am able to continue my high school study. My mother and I are very thankful to you.

I am determined to hold the chance provided by you. I will work very hard and be an excellent student so as to enter a top university. I will never forget your kindness.

Wish you happy and all the best.  Limin Yan

Her homeroom Teacher's comment: You achieved outstanding academically. You are very responsible at work and a very good assistance for teachers. You are also very talented at arts and sports. You are such a fully developed student. I'm very impressed by your cleverness and your perseverance. Keep working hard and you'll have a bright future
